ALIEF SUPER NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING 
Minutes for Tuesday, July 28, 2009
Alief Super Neighborhood # 25 held its regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, July 28 at 7:00 P.M. at the CenterPoint Energy Building, 12330 Bellaire Blvd.  
PROGRAM:

Chairman, Michael Manning, called the meeting to order at 7:06 P.M.  Anne Williams, Secretary, conducted the Roll Call of council members.  She announced a quorum was present. (See attached.)
Hospitality: Donated by West Houston Medical Center.  Thanks were expressed for their support of the ASNC and the Alief community.  A thank you certificate was presented.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: Charles Laird, (COO, West Houston Medical Center); Ricci Sanchez (Harris County Hospital District, director of the new Boone Rd clinic); Shane Chen, (Hope Clinic); Ibn Sina representatives: Shanez Ajaui, Maqsood & Nameen Ahmed; Catherine Le (Immigration, U. S. Congressman Al Green’s office); Veronica Hernandez (Mayors office Liaison); Shane Gao (City of Houston Planning Dept), TX State Representative, Kristi Thibaut & her assistant, Jane Nalett; Robin Foster (Houston Chronicle); and the following candidates for city council: Peter Acquaro, Joseph Chow, Lewis Cook., Robert Kane, and Mike Laster. 
MOTIONS MADE:
1. Barbara Quattro: to approve the June minutes.  Seconded by Frank Garcia.  Council voted, motion passed.

2. Anne Williams: to participate in the Alief Parade and donate $100.  Seconded by Anthony Le.  Council voted, motion passed.
COMMITTEE & STANDING REPORTS:
CHAIRS REPORT –.Michael announced that the July meeting was devoted to “Health Care in Alief:The annual S.A.V.E. ALIEF HEALTH & CIVIC RESOURCES FAIR will be from 9-1 on Aug. 15, at Hastings 9th Grade Center on Cook Rd.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Barbara Quattro noted that the current balance was $3510.55.  
ELECTIONS / NOMINATING COMMITTEE:-No new input.
SECURITY/ INTERNATIONAL MANAGEMENT DISTRICT:-.The public is invited to a 7 PM meeting August 6th at Hastings 9th grade center on Cook Road for the unveiling of the District’s proposed environmental and urban design master plan.  Present will be the principals from M2L.  Brochures were made available to attendees.
ALIEF COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION – Mike Kreinsen announced the Quarterly Networking Breakfast will be held on Tuesday, August 4th at the International Trade Center on Bellaire Blvd, 7:30-9:30 am.  The next Alief Parade meeting will be held on Wednesday the 5th at 11:30 also at the International Trade Center building.  The parade will be September 26th.  Deadline for entries will be August 21st.  A workday at the cemetery is planned for August 10th.
TREE PLANTING - Volunteers are needed to water trees at the cemetery and Boone Rd. Park.
GUEST SPEAKERS: -
· Charles Laird, West Houston Medical Center COO.  Mr. Laird gave a power point presentation on the facility.  West Houston is part of HCA (largest health care organization in the world) and has been in operation for over 20 years.  The 221 bed facility is served by over 500 on-staff doctors/1000 employees, pays over $1.5M in property taxes annually, and services 21,000 patients per year.  The hospital is one of the few that has senior site services and only one of 50 nationwide facilities that has a gamma knife for brain tumor operations.  The hospital is planning a $70,000, 100,000 square foot expansion that will add 54 more beds (construction to start before the end of the year)  The emergency room saw 44,000 patients, yet 40% were for non-urgent care, while 70% had no regular doctor, and 39% had no insurance.  These people could benefit from the local Alief facilities: Hope Clinic, Ibn Sina Community Clinic or the new Harris County Hospital District Clinic on Boone Rd..  Mr Laird highly recommends Ben Taub for neuro-trauma care which they have a partnering agreement with.  The hospital has received several awards.  Mr. Laird answered questions from the floor. www.westhoustonmedical.com 
· Shane Chen, Hope Clinic - The clinic, established in 1999 and located at 7001 Corporate Drive, a not-for-profit, is open five days a week and attempts to serve all walk ins.  Twenty dollars is all that is required to see a doctor.  Primary and preventative services include well women/children, mammograms, free immunizations and laboratory work.  All people, documented or not, will be taken care of.  They accept Medicare and Medicaid.  Brochures were made available to attendees.  www.hopechc.org (713)-773-0803
· Ricci Sanchez, Harris County Hospital District El Franco Lee Health Center in Alief (8901 Boone Road) - The facility opened in May 2009 and served 2253 patients in July. It provides both medical and dental services.  There are five doctors and three pediatricians on staff.  Sign up for the CHIP gold card is available here.  The goal of the hospital district is to keep people out of the emergency room.  Emergencies can be stabilized and ambulances called if needed. Their goal is to keep people well, including mental health and nutrition for children and adults.  They are working with METRO to attempt to get reliable bus service to the area.  They anticipate 40,000 visits annually.  Many patients are immigrants/refugees who have uncontrolled/chronic health issues and also need to assimilate into the culture.  Undocumented patients can be served, but people on expired visas cannot.
·  The Ibn Sina Community Health Clinic-, Located at 11226 Wilcrest is another non-profit facility that offers both dental and medical services.  They provide an optional special $150/yr program which includes physical exam, lab work and electrocardiogram as well as $15 follow-up doctor visits.  Medical services are reduced by 40%.  Their mission includes affordable health care.  Questions were addressed from the floor.
NOTE:  Translators are available at the above facilities and all attempt to educate their patients and encourage a relationship with their doctors.  Expect the facilities to be crowded.
NEW BUSINESS
UPCOMING SPEAKERS – August meeting will have TX State Senator Joan Huffman and TX State Rep. Hubert Vo.
PUBLIC SESSION and ANNOUNCEMENTS
· State Representative, the Honorable Hubert Vo, presented Anne Williams with a proclamation honoring the life and contributions to the community of Henry Williams who passed away recently.  Henry was a charter member of the Alief Super Neighborhood Council.
· Anne Williams announced the free S.A.V.E. Alief Health & Civic Resources Fair is scheduled for Saturday, August 15th, at Hastings 9th grade center on Cook Road.  People are encouraged to attend.
The next ASNC meeting will be held at 7:00 P.M. on the fourth Tuesday, August 25th at the Centerpoint building
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.
Minutes approved on _____________________

Compiled & Written by V. M. Sugar

Respectfully Edited and Submitted by Secretary, Anne Williams
